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T A  u n i q u e  p i e c e  o f  S c o t t i s h  m a r i t i m e
h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  r e p l i c a  o f  a
1 3 t h - c e n t u r y  H i g h l a n d  G a l l e y ,  h a s  s e t t l e d
i n t o  i t s  n e w  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e
K i l d o n a n  M u s e u m  o n  S o u t h  U i s t .  K n o w n  a s
t h e  A i l e a c h ,  t h i s  r e p l i c a  r e p r e s e n t s  a  b y g o n e
e r a  w h e n  s u c h  v e s s e l s  w e r e  c r u c i a l  f o r
t r a n s p o r t  a n d  w a r f a r e  a c r o s s  t h e  H i g h l a n d s
a n d  I s l a n d s ,  s y m b o l i z i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  a n d
i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  S c o t t i s h  c l a n s .
T h e  A i l e a c h ,  t h e  l a s t  o f  i t s  k i n d ,  w a s
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 9 0 s  u n d e r  t h e
g u i d a n c e  o f  R a n a l d  M a c d o n a l d ,  t h e  2 4 t h
C a p t a i n  o f  C l a n r a n a l d  a n d  a  d e s c e n d a n t  o f
S o m e r l e d ,  a  N o r s e - G a e l i c  l e a d e r  w h o
o r i g i n a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t h e s e  g a l l e y s .  T h e
p r o j e c t  w a s  b o r n  f r o m  a  d e s i r e  t o  p r e s e r v e
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  H i g h l a n d
G a l l e y ,  o r  " b i r l i n n "  i n  G a e l i c ,  a f t e r  c e n t u r i e s
o f  w e a r  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  l e f t  n o  o r i g i n a l
e x a m p l e s  i n t a c t .
A n d r e w  M a c d o n a l d  o f  B o i s d a l e ,  R a n a l d ' s  s o n
a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  I s l e s  G a l l e y
T r u s t ,  e x p r e s s e d  p r i d e  i n  t h e  A i l e a c h ' s  n e w
h o m e  a n d  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c
a b o u t  t h e  b o a t ' s  p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  H i g h l a n d
h i s t o r y .  H e  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t
b e t w e e n  t h e  f r e q u e n t  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  V i k i n g  

l o n g s h i p s  i n  S c a n d i n a v i a  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f
H i g h l a n d  g a l l e y s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  l a r g e l y
d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .
T h e  A i l e a c h ' s  c r e a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  p a i n s t a k i n g
r e s e a r c h ,  d r a w i n g  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  a n c i e n t
g r a v e s t o n e s  a n d  c l a n  c h i e f  t o m b s  t o
a c c u r a t e l y  r e p l i c a t e  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e
o r i g i n a l  v e s s e l s .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  A i l e a c h
h a s  e m b a r k e d  o n  n u m e r o u s  j o u r n e y s ,  f r o m
t h e  F a r o e  I s l a n d s  t o  S t o r n o w a y ,  a n d  h a s
p l a y e d  a  k e y  r o l e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,
g i v i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s  a l i k e  a  h a n d s - o n
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  1 5 t h - c e n t u r y  s e a f a r i n g  l i f e .
N o w  a t  r e s t  i n  t h e  K i l d o n a n  M u s e u m ,  t h e
A i l e a c h  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  l i v i n g
t e s t a m e n t  t o  S c o t l a n d ' s  r i c h  m a r i t i m e
h i s t o r y .
 

T h e  L a s t  o f  T h e  C l a n
G a l l e y s

O n  A u g u s t  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  C l a n  C a r r u t h e r s  m a d e
h i s t o r y  b y  o f f i c i a l l y  i n a u g u r a t i n g  i t s  f i r s t
c h i e f  i n  o v e r  2 0 0  y e a r s  a t  t h e  G a t h e r i n g  o f
t h e  C l a n s  i n  A n n a n ,  D u m f r i e s s h i r e .  T h i s
l o n g - a w a i t e d  c e r e m o n y  m a r k e d  t h e  f o r m a l
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  D r .  S i m o n  P e t e r  C a r r u t h e r s  o f
H o l m a i n s  a s  C h i e f  o f  t h e  N a m e  a n d  A r m s  o f
C a r r u t h e r s ,  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y
t h e  L o r d  L y o n  K i n g  o f  A r m s  i n  2 0 1 9 .
T h e  c h i e f s h i p  o f  C l a n  C a r r u t h e r s  h a d  b e e n  i n
a b e y a n c e  s i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  J o h n  C a r r u t h e r s ,
1 2 t h  o f  H o l m a i n s ,  i n  1 8 0 9 .  F o r  o v e r  t w o
c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  c l a n  l a c k e d  a  r e c o g n i z e d
l e a d e r  d u e  t o  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  s u r r o u n d i n g
i n h e r i t a n c e  a n d  l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n .  A f t e r  

e x t e n s i v e  g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  l e g a l
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  D r .  C a r r u t h e r s '  l i n e a g e  w a s
f i n a l l y  c o n f i r m e d ,  e n d i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f
d o r m a n c y  a n d  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  C a r r u t h e r s
f a m i l y  t o  i t s  r i g h t f u l  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e
S c o t t i s h  c l a n s .
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T h e  r u m o r e d  u p c o m i n g  " H i g h l a n d e r "  r e b o o t
m a y  o f f e r  u s  a  t h r i l l i n g  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  w o r l d
o f  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  H i g h l a n d s .  I n i t i a l l y  s e t  t o
s t a r  H e n r y  C a v i l l ,  t h i s  n e w  f i l m  s e e k s  t o
r e v i v e  a  b e l o v e d  f r a n c h i s e  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n
t h e  l o r e  o f  S c o t l a n d ’ s  i m m o r t a l  w a r r i o r s .
T h e  o r i g i n a l  " H i g h l a n d e r , "  r e l e a s e d  i n  1 9 8 6 ,
i n t r o d u c e d  a u d i e n c e s  t o  C o n n o r  M a c L e o d ,  a n
i m m o r t a l  S c o t t i s h  c l a n s m a n  p o r t r a y e d  b y
C h r i s t o p h e r  L a m b e r t .  B o r n  i n  t h e  S c o t t i s h
H i g h l a n d s  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  C o n n o r ’ s
j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  t i m e — b a t t l i n g  o t h e r
i m m o r t a l s  t o  t h e  f a m o u s  r e f r a i n ,  " T h e r e  c a n
b e  o n l y  o n e " — c a p t i v a t e d  v i e w e r s .  T h e
f r a n c h i s e ' s  s u c c e s s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  m u l t i p l e
s e q u e l s  a n d  a  p o p u l a r  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s
f e a t u r i n g  D u n c a n  M a c L e o d ,  a n o t h e r  i m m o r t a l
c l a n s m a n ,  p l a y e d  b y  A d r i a n  P a u l .
H e n r y  C a v i l l ,  w i d e l y  k n o w n  f o r  h i s  r o l e s  i n
" S u p e r m a n "  a n d  " T h e  W i t c h e r , "  w a s
o r i g i n a l l y  s l a t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  r e b o o t .
S p e c u l a t i o n  a r o u n d  C a v i l l ' s  p o t e n t i a l
c h a r a c t e r  s t i r r e d  e x c i t e m e n t  a m o n g  f a n s .
W o u l d  h e  s t e p  i n t o  t h e  s h o e s  o f  C o n n o r ,
D u n c a n ,  o r  p e r h a p s  a  n e w  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
M a c L e o d  C l a n ?  C a v i l l ,  a  s e l f - p r o f e s s e d  f a n  o f
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e r i e s ,  s h a r e d  h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  o n
s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  h i s
c h i l d h o o d  l o v e  f o r  t h e  H i g h l a n d e r  u n i v e r s e —
a  r i c h  b l e n d  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f i c t i o n  a n d  f a n t a s y
e l e m e n t s  l i k e  t h e  Q u i c k e n i n g ,  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s
e n e r g y  s o u r c e  g r a n t i n g  i m m o r t a l i t y .
C h a d  S t a h e l s k i ,  c o - d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  " J o h n
W i c k "  s e r i e s ,  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  h e l m  o f  t h e
H i g h l a n d e r  r e b o o t .  S t a h e l s k i ,  k n o w n  f o r  h i s
e x p e r t i s e  i n  c r e a t i n g  c o m p e l l i n g  a c t i o n
s e q u e n c e s ,  b r i n g s  a  f r e s h  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  t h e
f r a n c h i s e .  H e  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t
i n  d e l v i n g  i n t o  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  i m m o r t a l i t y — a
c e n t r a l  t h e m e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i l m s  a n d
s e r i e s .  H i s  a p p r o a c h  a p p e a r s  t o  b a l a n c e  a
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  f r a n c h i s e ' s  r o o t s  w i t h  a n
i n t e n t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  f r e s h  s t o r y l i n e s ,
p o t e n t i a l l y  e x p l o r i n g  m o r e  o f  t h e  M a c L e o d
c l a n ' s  h i s t o r y  t o  c a p t i v a t e  b o t h  l o n g -
s t a n d i n g  f a n s  a n d  a  n e w  a u d i e n c e .
S t a h e l s k i  i s  j o i n e d  b y  w r i t e r  R y a n  J .  C o n d a l ,
k n o w n  f o r  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  c r a f t  e x p a n s i v e  a n d
d e t a i l e d  n a r r a t i v e s .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  f o r m  a
c r e a t i v e  t e a m  s e t  o n  h o n o r i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l
s e r i e s  w h i l e  a l s o  m a k i n g  i t  r e l e v a n t  f o r
t o d a y ’ s  v i e w e r s .

A l t h o u g h  s p e c i f i c  p l o t  d e t a i l s  f o r  t h e  r e b o o t
r e m a i n  u n d e r  w r a p s ,  t h e r e  i s  s p e c u l a t i o n
t h a t  t h e  f i l m  m i g h t  e x p l o r e  n e w  a s p e c t s  o f
t h e  H i g h l a n d e r  u n i v e r s e .  T h i s  c o u l d  i n c l u d e
a  d e e p e r  d i v e  i n t o  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e
i m m o r t a l s  a n d  t h e  a n c i e n t  c l a n s  t h e y  h a i l
f r o m .  W i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g a p  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t
m a j o r  H i g h l a n d e r  r e l e a s e ,  r e v i s i t i n g  t h e
M a c L e o d  h i s t o r y  c o u l d  b e  c r u c i a l  i n
r e i n v i g o r a t i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e .
T h e  n e w  f i l m  w i l l  r e p o r t e d l y  b e  s h o t  i n
S c o t l a n d ,  w h i c h  p a y s  h o m a g e  t o  t h e  s e r i e s '
o r i g i n s  a n d  p r o m i s e s  s t u n n i n g  v i s u a l s  t h a t
s h o w c a s e  t h e  r u g g e d  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  H i g h l a n d s
— a  p e r f e c t  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  e p i c  c l a s h e s
b e t w e e n  i m m o r t a l s .
W h i l e  H e n r y  C a v i l l ’ s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e
p r o j e c t  r e m a i n s  u n c e r t a i n ,  t h e  H i g h l a n d e r
r e b o o t  i s  s e t  t o  s t a r t  f i l m i n g  i n  2 0 2 5 ,  w i t h  a
p o t e n t i a l  r e l e a s e  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r .  F a n s  o f  t h e
s e r i e s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h o s e  f a s c i n a t e d  b y
S c o t t i s h  h i s t o r y  a n d  m y t h o l o g y ,  e a g e r l y
a w a i t  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  n e w  i t e r a t i o n  c a n  c a p t u r e
t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w h i l e  b r i n g i n g
s o m e t h i n g  f r e s h  t o  t h e  t a b l e .
T h e  m a i n  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  t h e  r e b o o t  w i l l  b e
b a l a n c i n g  n o s t a l g i a  w i t h  n e w  i d e a s .  C a n  t h e
n e w  H i g h l a n d e r  s t o r y  s t a y  t r u e  t o  t h e  r i c h
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c l a n  w h i l e  a d d i n g  i n n o v a t i v e
e l e m e n t s  t o  a p p e a l  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y
v i e w e r s ?  O n l y  t i m e  w i l l  t e l l  i f  t h e  r e b o o t  w i l l
l i v e  u p  t o  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o r  s t r u g g l e  u n d e r  t h e
l e g a c y  o f  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .

A  H i g h l a n d e r  R e b o o t ?
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T h e  f e u d  b e t w e e n  C l a n  S c o t t  a n d  C l a n  E l l i o t ,
t w o  p r o m i n e n t  S c o t t i s h  c l a n s ,  b e g a n  i n  e a r l y
1 5 6 4  w i t h  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  D a v i d  S c o t t  b y  a
g r o u p  o f  E l l i o t  m e n  l e d  b y  W i l l i a m  E l l i o t ,  t h e
i l l e g i t i m a t e  n e p h e w  o f  R o b e r t  E l l i o t  o f
R e d b e u c h ,  t h e  c l a n  c h i e f .  T h i s  e v e n t  i g n i t e d
a  v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c l a n s ,
w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  u n a b a t e d  u n t i l  t h e  S c o t t i s h
L o r d s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  i n t e r v e n e d .  O n  O c t o b e r
2 1 ,  1 5 6 4 ,  a  t r i a l  w a s  h e l d  i n  E d i n b u r g h ,
w h e r e  f i v e  c l a n s m e n — f o u r  f r o m  C l a n  E l l i o t
a n d  o n e  f r o m  C l a n  S c o t t — w e r e  t r i e d .  T h r e e
w e r e  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h  a n d  e x e c u t e d  t h a t
e v e n i n g ,  w h i l e  W i l l i a m  E l l i o t  w a s  b a n i s h e d
f r o m  T e v i o t d a l e .
T h e  C o u n c i l  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  w o u l d  e n d
t h e  f e u d ,  b u t  t h e y  i n s t e a d  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e
c o n f l i c t .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 5 6 5 ,  t h e  E l l i o t s
i n v a d e d  S c o t t  l a n d s ,  b u r n i n g  h o u s e s ,  s e i z i n g
g o o d s ,  a n d  k i l l i n g  c l a n  m e m b e r s .  T h e  S c o t t s  

a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  r e v e n g e ,  a n d
a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  p e r m i s s i o n  w a s
g r a n t e d ,  t h e  E l l i o t s  s o u g h t  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m
L o r d  S c r o p e ,  W a r d e n  o f  t h e  W e s t  M a r c h  o f
E n g l a n d ,  o f f e r i n g  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Q u e e n
E l i z a b e t h  i n  e x c h a n g e .  W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  a
r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  E l l i o t s  l a u n c h e d  a n o t h e r
o f f e n s i v e  i n  M a y  1 5 6 5 ,  d e v a s t a t i n g  S c o t t
t e r r i t o r y  a n d  k i l l i n g  m a n y .

F a m o u s  C l a n  B a t t l e

C l a n  E l i o t t
v s .

C l a n  S c o t t

H i s t o r i c  C l a n  C a s t l e s  o f  S c o t l a n d

F r u i d e  C a s t l e  w a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e
T w e e d i e  f a m i l y ,  a  p r o m i n e n t  S c o t t i s h  c l a n
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s p h e r e s  o f  1 6 t h
a n d  1 7 t h - c e n t u r y  S c o t l a n d .  T h e  T w e e d i e s  w e r e
f r e q u e n t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  d i s p u t e s  o v e r  l a n d ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  c o n c e r n i n g  F r u i d e  C a s t l e ,
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  e r a ' s  v o l a t i l e  l a n d o w n e r s h i p
d y n a m i c s .  T h e i r  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  n u m e r o u s  l e g a l
m a t t e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l
s t a t u s  a n d  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  m a n a g i n g  t h e i r   

e x t e n s i v e  l a n d h o l d i n g s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d
F r u i d e .  T h e  u s e  o f  l e g a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  s u c h  a s
s a s i n e s  a n  c h a r t e r s  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
t r a n s f e r r i n g  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p ,
u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  l e g a l  f r a m e w o r k s
g o v e r n i n g  e s t a t e s  l i k e  F r u i d e  C a s t l e .
T h e  T w e e d i e s  f a c e d  v a r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  c o n f l i c t s
w i t h  o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  f a m i l i e s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g
t h e  p r e c a r i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  l a n d
a n d  t i t l e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A  p i v o t a l
m o m e n t  w a s  t h e  s a l e  o f  D r u m m e l z i e r ,
p o t e n t i a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  F r u i d e ,  t o  J o h n  L o r d
H a y  o f  Y e s t e r ,  m a r k i n g  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e
f a m i l y ' s  f o r t u n e s .  T h i s  t r a n s a c t i o n
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s  a n d
s h i f t i n g  a l l i a n c e s  a m o n g  t h e  S c o t t i s h
n o b i l i t y .  F r u i d e  C a s t l e ' s  h i s t o r y  w i t h  t h e
T w e e d i e s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  b r o a d e r  s o c i e t a l  a n d
c u l t u r a l  d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g
t h e  c l a n ' s  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  S c o t l a n d ' s
l a n d s c a p e  a n d  l e g a l  p r e c e d e n t s .  T h e  s a l e
m a r k e d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  T w e e d i e  f a m i l y ' s
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  F r u i d e  C a s t l e ,  c o n c l u d i n g
a n  e r a .

F r u i d e  C a s t l e
T w e e d s m u i r ,  S c o t l a n d

T h e  S c o t t s  r e t a l i a t e d
b y  r a i d i n g  E l l i o t
l a n d s ,  k i l l i n g  s e v e n
v a s s a l s  a n d  t a k i n g
c a t t l e .  T h e  E l l i o t s
c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  a n
a t t a c k  i n  H a w i c k ,  
c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  c y c l e  o f  v i o l e n c e .  T h i s  b a c k -
a n d - f o r t h  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  Q u e e n  M a r y  o f
S c o t l a n d  i n t e r v e n e d ,  d i r e c t i n g  t h e
s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  u n r e s t .  D e s p i t e  a  b r i e f
p e a c e  n e g o t i a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f
E n g l i s h  W a r d e n s ,  t h e  f e u d  f l a r e d  u p  a g a i n  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  w h e n  t h e  E l l i o t s  w e r e  a c c u s e d
o f  k i l l i n g  t w o  o f  S c o t t  o f  B u c c l e u c h ’ s  m e n .
T h e  E l l i o t s  u l t i m a t e l y  p l e d g e d  t o  a l i g n  w i t h
t h e  S c o t t i s h  b o r d e r  c l a n s ,  q u e l l i n g  t e n s i o n s
t e m p o r a r i l y .  
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 I n  t h e  m i d - 1 5 t h  c e n t u r y ,  S c o t l a n d  w a s  a  l a n d
o f  s h i f t i n g  l o y a l t i e s ,  c l a n  r i v a l r i e s ,  a n d
p o l i t i c a l  i n t r i g u e .  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  n o t o r i o u s
f i g u r e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  w a s  A n g u s  o f  t h e  I s l e s ,
a  f i e r c e  a n d  a m b i t i o u s  l e a d e r  k n o w n  f o r  h i s
r e b e l l i o u s  s p i r i t  a n d  r e l e n t l e s s  p u r s u i t  o f
p o w e r .
A n g u s  w a s  t h e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  s o n  o f  t h e  E a r l  o f
R o s s ,  a  p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  S c o t t i s h
H i g h l a n d s .  T h e  p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  w a s
t u r b u l e n t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  K i n g  J a m e s
I I  i n  1 4 6 0 ,  a n d  A n g u s ,  a l o n g s i d e  h i s  f a t h e r ,
s a w  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a s s e r t  g r e a t e r
a u t o n o m y .  I n  1 4 6 1 ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  R o s s  a l l i e d
w i t h  E d w a r d  I V  o f  E n g l a n d ,  h o p i n g  t o  c a r v e
o u t  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e a l m  i n  t h e  n o r t h  o f
S c o t l a n d .  T h i s  b o l d  a l l i a n c e  l e d  t o  a
r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  S c o t t i s h  c r o w n ,  w i t h
A n g u s  a n d  h i s  a l l i e s  s e i z i n g  I n v e r n e s s  a n d
p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e i r  d e f i a n c e .
T h e  e n s u i n g  y e a r s  s a w  A n g u s  e m b r o i l e d  i n
n u m e r o u s  c o n f l i c t s ,  m o s t  n o t a b l y  t h e  B a t t l e  o f
t h e  B l o o d y  B a y ,  a  f i e r c e  n a v a l  e n g a g e m e n t  n e a r
t h e  I s l e  o f  M u l l .  T h e  b a t t l e ,  f o u g h t  

 a g a i n s t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  l o y a l i s t s ,  h i g h l i g h t e d
t h e  d e e p  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  c l a n s  o f  t h e
I s l e s ,  w i t h  A n g u s  e m e r g i n g  a s  a  f o r m i d a b l e
l e a d e r .  H i s  a m b i t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  s t o p
a t  i n t e r n a l  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e s ;  h e  a l s o  l e d  t h e
i n f a m o u s  R a i d  o f  A t h o l e ,  a  d e v a s t a t i n g
a t t a c k  o n  t h e  E a r l  o f  A t h o l e ' s  l a n d s ,  m a r k e d
b y  p l u n d e r  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .
D e s p i t e  h i s  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s e s ,  A n g u s ' s  r e i g n
o f  t e r r o r  w a s  s h o r t - l i v e d .  H i s  r u t h l e s s
t a c t i c s  a n d  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  p e a c e  u l t i m a t e l y
l e d  t o  h i s  d o w n f a l l .  I n  a  t w i s t  o f  f a t e ,  h i s
o w n  l i f e  w a s  c u t  s h o r t  b y  a n  a s s a s s i n ' s  b l a d e
i n  1 4 9 0 ,  e n d i n g  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  o n e  o f
S c o t l a n d ' s  m o s t  t u r b u l e n t  f i g u r e s .

A n g u s  o f  t h e  I s l e s

T h e  F r a s e r  f a m i l y ,  o n e  o f  S c o t l a n d ' s  m o s t
r e n o w n e d  c l a n s ,  i s  s t e e p e d  i n  h i s t o r y ,  a n d
t h e i r  l i n e a g e  i s  w o v e n  w i t h  b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l
f a c t s  a n d  i n t r i g u i n g  l e g e n d s .  A m o n g  t h e s e
t a l e s  i s  a  p r o p h e c y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  T h o m a s  t h e
R h y m e r ,  a  l e g e n d a r y  1 3 t h - c e n t u r y  S c o t t i s h
s e e r  a n d  p o e t .  T h e  p r o p h e c y  s t a t e s ,  “ W h i l e  a
c o c k  c r a w s  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e r e ’ l l  b e  a  F r a s e r
a t  P h i l o r t h , ”  s u g g e s t i n g  a n  e n d u r i n g
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  F r a s e r  f a m i l y  a t  P h i l o r t h ,
t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  h o m e .
T h o m a s  t h e  R h y m e r ,  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  T h o m a s
o f  E r c e l d o u n e ,  i s  a  f i g u r e  s h r o u d e d  i n  m y t h
a n d  f o l k l o r e .  H e  w a s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  t h e
g i f t  o f  p r o p h e c y ,  a  g i f t  t h a t  e a r n e d  h i m  a
p l a c e  i n  S c o t t i s h  l e g e n d .  H i s  p r e d i c t i o n s
o f t e n  c a r r i e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  w e i g h t ,  i n f l u e n c i n g
t h e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  b e l i e f s  o f  m a n y  a c r o s s
S c o t l a n d .
T h e  p r o p h e c y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  F r a s e r s  i s
t h o u g h t  t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  u n b r o k e n
c o n t i n u i t y  a n d  e n d u r i n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  S c o t l a n d .  T h e  e s t a t e  o f  

 P h i l o r t h ,  l o c a t e d  i n  A b e r d e e n s h i r e ,  b e c a m e
s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  t h e  F r a s e r  f a m i l y  f r o m  t h e
1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  o n w a r d ,  a n d  t h e  p r o p h e c y
s p e a k s  t o  t h e  c l a n ' s  s t e a d f a s t  h o l d  o n  t h e i r
a n c e s t r a l  l a n d s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s
t h e y  f a c e d  o v e r  t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
w a r s ,  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l s ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c
h a r d s h i p s .
F o r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  F r a s e r s  o f  P h i l o r t h  h a v e
h e l d  t h i s  p r o p h e c y  c l o s e ,  s e e i n g  i t  a s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e i r  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  t h e i r  d e e p -
r o o t e d  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  l a n d .  T h e  p r o p h e c y
o f  T h o m a s  t h e  R h y m e r  s e r v e s  n o t  o n l y  a s  a
m y s t i c a l  f o r e s i g h t  b u t  a l s o  a s  a  p o w e r f u l
s y m b o l  o f  t h e  F r a s e r  c l a n ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o
m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  a n d  l e g a c y .

T h e  P r o p h e c y  o f  
T h o m a s  T h e  R h y m e r
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T h e  K i n n o u l l  P a r i s h  C h u r c h ,  l o c a t e d  i n
P e r t h ,  S c o t l a n d ,  i s  h o m e  t o  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
m o n u m e n t  d e d i c a t e d  t o  G e o r g e  H a y ,  t h e  1 s t
E a r l  o f  K i n n o u l l .  T h i s  m o n u m e n t  i s  a n
i n t r i g u i n g  f e a t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,
c a p t u r i n g  b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  a r t i s t i c
i n t e r e s t .  I t  d e p i c t s  G e o r g e  H a y ,  w h o  s e r v e d
a s  t h e  L o r d  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  S c o t l a n d ,  i n  h i s
o f f i c i a l  r o b e s ,  s t a n d i n g  w i t h i n  a  g r a n d ,  i v y -
c l a d  C o r i n t h i a n  p o r t i c o .  T h e  m o n u m e n t ' s
i n t r i c a t e  d e s i g n  i n c l u d e s  a  t a b l e  d i s p l a y i n g
t h e  G r e a t  S e a l  o f  S c o t l a n d ,  s y m b o l i z i n g  h i s
h i g h  o f f i c e .  A b o v e ,  a  d e t a i l e d  h e r a l d i c  p a n e l
a d d s  a  f u r t h e r  l a y e r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a d o r n e d  w i t h  f r u i t ,  u n i c o r n s ,
s h i e l d s ,  a n d  s p e a r h e a d  f i n i a l s .
T h i s  m o n u m e n t  i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  E a r l ’ s
p r o m i n e n t  r o l e  i n  S c o t t i s h  h i s t o r y .  B o r n  i n
1 5 7 2 ,  G e o r g e  H a y  r o s e  t o  p r o m i n e n c e  a s  a
l o y a l  s e r v a n t  t o  K i n g  J a m e s  V I  o f  S c o t l a n d  

a n d  l a t e r  K i n g  J a m e s  I  o f  E n g l a n d .  H e  w a s
e l e v a t e d  t o  t h e  p e e r a g e  a s  E a r l  o f  K i n n o u l l  i n
1 6 3 3  b y  K i n g  C h a r l e s  I ,  r e f l e c t i n g  h i s
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o
t h e  S c o t t i s h  c o u r t .  T h e  m o n u m e n t  w i t h i n
K i n n o u l l  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  s e r v e s  a s  a  l a s t i n g
t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  l e g a c y  a n d  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t
o f  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  r i c h  h i s t o r i c a l  t a p e s t r y .
V i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  c a n  w i t n e s s  t h i s
r e m a r k a b l e  p i e c e  o f  h i s t o r y ,  w h i c h  s t a n d s  a s
a  r e m i n d e r  o f  S c o t l a n d ’ s  s t o r i e d  p a s t  a n d  t h e
n o t a b l e  f i g u r e s  w h o  s h a p e d  i t s  c o u r s e .

Monument to George Hay

T h e  B a t t l e  o f  M a m s h a  w a s  a  n o t a b l e  1 5 t h -
c e n t u r y  c o n f l i c t  i n  S c o t l a n d ,  i n v o l v i n g  a
c l a s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  F r a s e r  a n d  M a c d o n a l d
c l a n s .  T h e  M a c d o n a l d s ,  l e d  b y  A l e x a n d e r ,
L o r d  o f  t h e  I s l e s ,  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  c o n f l i c t  b y
l a y i n g  s i e g e  t o  I n v e r n e s s  C a s t l e  a n d
s u b s e q u e n t l y  b u r n i n g  t h e  t o w n  t o  a s h e s .
L o r d  F r a s e r ,  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  F r a s e r  c l a n ,
o p p o s e d  t h e  M a c d o n a l d s ’  a t t e m p t  t o  p a s s
t h r o u g h  h i s  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  f o r c i n g  t h e m  t o  t a k e
a  l o n g e r ,  m o r e  a r d u o u s  r o u t e .  I n  r e t a l i a t i o n ,
t h e  M a c d o n a l d s  d e c i d e d  t o  p u n i s h  L o r d
F r a s e r  a n d  h i s  c l a n  f o r  t h i s  a f f r o n t .
T o  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  a  f o r c e  w a s  l e f t  n e a r
I n v e r n e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  F r a s e r
s t r o n g h o l d ,  w h i l e  t h e  m a i n  b o d y  o f  t h e
M a c d o n a l d  c l a n  c o n t i n u e d  o n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y
t o  L o c h a b e r .  T h i s  f o r c e  w a s  s o o n  r e i n f o r c e d
b y  n e w  a r r i v a l s  f r o m  t h e  w e s t ,  b o l s t e r i n g
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  a n d  e n a b l i n g  t h e m  t o  l a y  s i e g e
t o  L o r d  F r a s e r ’ s  c a s t l e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e
F r a s e r s ,  b e i n g  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  a n d  w e l l -
p r e p a r e d ,  m a n a g e d  t o  r e p e l  t h e  M a c d o n a l d
a s s a u l t  a n d  d r i v e  t h e m  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r
t e r r i t o r y .
T h e  r e t r e a t i n g  M a c d o n a l d s  w e r e  p u r s u e d  b y
t h e  F r a s e r s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  s k i r m i s h e s
a l o n g  t h e i r  r o u t e .  T h e  f i n a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n
o c c u r r e d  o n  t h e  m o o r  o f  C a i p l i c h ,  a  f e w
m i l e s  w e s t  o f  I n v e r n e s s ,  w h e r e  t h e \

M a c d o n a l d s  c h o s e  t o  m a k e  a  s t a n d  a g a i n s t
t h e i r  p u r s u e r s .  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  b r a v e r y  a n d
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  M a c d o n a l d s  w e r e
d e c i s i v e l y  d e f e a t e d  a n d  r o u t e d  b y  t h e
F r a s e r s  a n d  t h e i r  a l l i e s .
T h e  B a t t l e  o f  M a m s h a  w a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  F r a s e r  c l a n ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e i r
p o s i t i o n  a s  a  d o m i n a n t  f o r c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .
T h i s  v i c t o r y  n o t  o n l y  b o o s t e d  t h e  F r a s e r s '
r e p u t a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a  s t a r k
w a r n i n g  t o  o t h e r  c l a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
M a c d o n a l d s ,  t o  a v o i d  i n f r i n g i n g  u p o n  F r a s e r
t e r r i t o r y  i n  I n v e r n e s s - s h i r e .  T h e  m e m o r y  o f
t h i s  b a t t l e  h a d  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t ,  w i t h  t h e
M a c d o n a l d s  b e c o m i n g  n o t a b l y  h e s i t a n t  t o
c o n f r o n t  t h e  F r a s e r s  a g a i n ,  m i n d f u l  o f  t h e
d e f e a t  t h e y  h a d  s u f f e r e d .



S c o t t i s h  C l a n  C o n n e c t i o n
V o l . 1 7

Highland Games and Festivals

Scotfest Oklahoma September 13
 Broken Arrow Event Complex 21101 E 101st St., Broken Arrow, OK

United States

Niagara Celtic Heritage Festival &
Highland Games September 14
 Niagara County Fairgrounds 4487 Lake Ave., Lockport, NY

United States

Ligonier Highland Games
September 14
 Idlewild Park Route 30, Ligonier, PA

United States

Flathead Celtic Festival
September 13
 Centennial Farm 563 McMannamy Draw, Kalispell, MT

United States

Longs Peak Scottish-Irish
Highland Festival September 6
 Estes Park Event Complex 1209 Manford Ave., Estes Park, CO

United States

Columbus Scottish Festival
September 7
 Bartholomew County Fairgrounds 750 W 200 S., Columbus, IN

United States

Middle Tennessee Highland
Games
September 7
 Sanders Ferry Park 513 Sanders Ferry Rd, Hendersonville, TN

United States

Festival Celtique de Québec
September 7
 Quebec city, Quebec

Canada

Braemar Highland Gathering
September 7
 Braemar, Aberdeenshire

Scotland

The Kalamazoo Scottish Festival
September 7
 Kindleberger Park 122 N Riverview Dr., Parchment, MI

United States

Blairgowrie & Rattray Highland
Games September 7
 Bogles Field Essendy Road, Blairgowrie, Perthshire

Scotland

Bowhill Highland Games
September 15
 Wallsgreen Park Station Rd, Cardenden

Scotland

Pitlochry Highland Games
September 14
 Recreation Ground Ferry Road, Pitlochry

Scotland

Mittelland Highland Games
September 27
 Neuendorf,

Germany

Mittelland Highland Games
September 27
 Neuendorf,

Germany

North Georgia Highland Games
September 28
 201 West Savannah Street, Clayton, GA

United States

Prescott Highland Games & Celtic
Faire
September 28
 3101 Watson Lake Park Rd,, Prescott, AZ

United States

September 2024

October 2024

Scotland County Highland Games
October 4
 North Carolina Rural Heritage Center

United States

Aztec Highland Games
October 4
 500 S. Light Plant Rd., Aztec, NM

United States

Scottish Athletics Masters World
Championships
October 4
2497 FL-16, Green Cove Springs, FL

United States

Scottish Athletics Masters World
Championships
October 4
2497 FL-16, Green Cove Springs, FL

United States

TylerScotFest
October 5
17002 US Hwy 69 S., Tyler, TX

United States

Rocket City Scottish Festival &
Highland Games
October 5
783 Coleman Road, New Market, Alabama

United States

Harpers Ferry Highland Games
October 5
235 Sam Michael's Lane,, Harpers Ferry, WV

United States

Oklahoma Highland Gathering
October 11
2001 N HARPER RD, Choctaw, OK

United States

CelticFest Mississippi Highland
Games 
October 11
1112 NORTH SHORE PARKWAY, Brandon, MS

United States

Seaside Highland Games
October 12
10 W. HARBOR BLVD, Ventura, CA

United States

Indianapolis Scottish Highland
Games and Festival
October 12
7300 E Troy Ave, Indianapolis, IN

United States

Highland Festival & Games of
Scotland
October 13
Route 169 / Fair Grounds Road, Brooklyn, CT

United States

Arkansas Scottish Festival
October 18
2300 Highland Road, Batesville, AR

United States

Stone Mountain Highland Games
October 18
1000 Robert E. Lee Blvd, Stone Mountain, GA

United States

https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/scotland-county-highland-games/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/aztec-highland-games/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/2024-scottish-athletics-masters-world-championships/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/2024-scottish-athletics-masters-world-championships/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/2024-scottish-athletics-masters-world-championships/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/2024-scottish-athletics-masters-world-championships/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/tylerscotfest/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/rocket-city-scottish-festival-highland-games/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/rocket-city-scottish-festival-highland-games/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/harpers-ferry-highland-games/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/oklahoma-highland-gathering/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/celticfest-mississippi-highland-games-and-elite-womens-invitational/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/celticfest-mississippi-highland-games-and-elite-womens-invitational/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/celticfest-mississippi-highland-games-and-elite-womens-invitational/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/seaside-highland-games-2/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/indianapolis-scottish-highland-games-and-festival-2/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/indianapolis-scottish-highland-games-and-festival-2/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/highland-festival-games-of-scotland-connecticut/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/highland-festival-games-of-scotland-connecticut/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/44th-arkansas-scottish-festival-homecoming/
https://highlandgamesandfestivals.com/event/stone-mountain-highland-games-and-scottish-festival/
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Purchase on Amazon- UK or US

C o n t a c t :
b a g t o w n c l a n s @ g m a i l . c o m

W e b s i t e :
b a g t o w n c l a n s . c o m

Featured Clan Crest

Our Scottish clan newsletter is a
publication dedicated to exploring the
rich history and culture of the Scottish
clans. As a community of proud Scots,
we are passionate about preserving and
sharing our heritage with the world.
We are committed to celebrating the
unique character and identity of each
Scottish clan, highlighting their
achievements, and exploring their place
in Scottish history. Whether you are a
member of a clan, a descendant, or
simply a lover of Scottish culture, our
newsletter has something for you

CREST: A savage with dexter cubit arm couped and holding a club
erect all Proper
MOTTO: Fide et fortitudine
TRANSLATION: By faith and fortitude

Clan Shaw's history begins with Shaw Macduff, who was entrusted with
guarding the royal castle at Inverness by King Malcolm IV, marking the
clan's entry into Scottish history. The clan expanded its influence in
Inverness, faced conflicts with neighboring clans like Clan Comyn, and
formed strategic alliances, notably becoming part of the larger Clan
Chattan confederation in the 13th century. Clan Shaw played significant
roles in key Scottish historical events, including the Battle of
Bannockburn in 1314 and the Jacobite uprisings of the 18th century.
Today, the clan's legacy is preserved through its distinctive tartans and
the recognition of its lineage by the Lord Lyon in 1970.

A b o u t  U s

We are excited to introduce "A Clan A Day," a new podcast hosted by Colin
MacDonald that delves into the history of a different Scottish clan each
day. Through engaging stories of legendary battles, key figures, and
enduring traditions, Colin brings Scotland's rich heritage to life. Whether
you're of Scottish descent, a history enthusiast, or just love a good tale, this
podcast offers something for everyone. Subscribe on Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, Substack, or YouTube Podcasts to join us in exploring the
fascinating stories of Scotland's clans.

https://aclanaday.substack.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B07KH252JD
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07KGTBY19
https://www.bagtownclans.com/
https://www.bagtownclans.com/
https://www.bagtownclans.com/
https://www.bagtownclans.com/

